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— A flood of complaints about images of women in bikinis or exposing their breasts dogged South Korea's foreign minister at a

G-20 meeting of world leaders in Australia, prompting officials from her nation to suggest that South Koreans should shop
abroad in other countries. It’s not a situation the South Korean government would want to complain about, according to a senior
official at Seoul’s foreign ministry. “I have no idea what the complaints are about," the official said, speaking on the condition
of anonymity because the discussions are confidential. "We, the foreign ministry, have not received any complaints about the

images, which have been created overseas.” It’s not clear if the images of women were taken at beaches in Australia or
elsewhere. The official did not address how many complaints the ministry has received. Those would be private discussions. A

member of the South Korean delegation at the G-20 meeting, the official also said it’s not the government’s role to advise
citizens on where to shop for their clothing or cosmetics. At a news conference in Seoul, a South Korean Foreign Ministry

official said the G-20 meeting’s final statement didn’t discuss the South Korean government’s response to the images. “What we
discussed is what should happen going forward,” the official said. The official said the country's law on drug trafficking should

be strictly enforced, while not infringing on the freedom of speech. “I’m not a big fan of a one-size-fits-all, authoritarian
approach, so I have no intention to crack down on the media or the freedom of speech," he said. "But at the same time, we need
to crack down on those who traffic in drugs and children.” The Wall Street Journal reported on the official exchange Monday.
The Journal cited unnamed people involved in the discussion at the G-20 meeting. Loading... Loading... Loading... Loading...
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